How Do I...
Get a random 1% (or x%) subset of the SDSS data?

The SDSS catalog dataset is 3.6 terabytes. But you can easily get a subset of the data
by running an SQL query.

1. From the astronomers’ main page, click on the SQL Search link — the second link
in the first column. The page looks like this:

rver DRS Soanch - Mozdla Firefao:

&'Eﬁﬁﬁwﬁsww%

@3 - A E @ [ R titgutesc. stus ceqioerrafenoatsissarchis. e B

T R e e %B -

Hi= T

n:wllm!t ]
LTl

-— l?J.r:l:wr: .l:-:l.d. e adte abdve Sedaindisg guesy Aimdta and ajatial quellies
meocs Top 10 obiid,ra,dec,d,q,T.i,2

a between O and 13,8
axd g barwien 0 and Ih

Oifptt Format AL R Fhesal
L thedatabase schama use the Schema Browser.
ko Ee Sbalcbared Qe Langua B3 ol Intrg bl page-
O e Optin

: q [
think; it shoald, pl: th t!u': I"|:| okMark Lookup bug s
ke SQL Intra:

D et [ ] () e et 123 e Prevings | ] ikl || oidcese o Phssepot Foord

| I

| Poce:

2. In the main window, type the following query:

SELECT u, g, r, i, z FROM Galaxy WHERE htmid*37 & 0x000000000000FFFF < (650 * 1)

3. The query will return a 1% subset of the data. To return a different percentage
subset of the data, change the final 1 to a different number (for example, for a
0.5% subset of the data, change it to 0.5).

4. The query will return the magnitudes of a 1% subset of the data. You can also
return other data, such as positions and object IDs.



5. Ifyou're interested, the query finds the random points by using SkyServer's
Hierarchical Triangular Mesh, multiplied by a prime number. For more about the
Hierarchical Triangular Mesh, see http://www.skyserver.org/HTM/.




